
 

Step-by-Step Guide to Watering New Grass Seed 

First 2 Weeks: Germination Phase 

1. Frequency: Water the newly seeded lawn 2-3 times per day. 

2. Duration: Aim for 5-10 minutes per session, ensuring the top layer of soil (1-2 inches) 
remains consistently moist. 

3. Timing: 

o Morning: Start around 7-9 AM to reduce evaporation and maximize water 
absorption. 

o Midday: If possible, provide a light mist around noon or early afternoon. 

o Late Afternoon: Finish with a watering session around 4-6 PM, ensuring it’s early 
enough to allow the grass blades to dry before evening, reducing disease risk. 

Weeks 3-4: Establishment Phase 

1. Frequency: Reduce watering to once per day. 

2. Duration: Increase to 15-30 minutes per session. 

3. Timing: Best done in the early morning. If further watering seems necessary due to 
particularly hot conditions, consider a brief midday session but keep it light. 

Week 5+ : Deep Root Growth Phase 

1. Frequency: Water 2-3 times a week. 

2. Duration: Extend to 30-45 minutes per session to encourage deep root growth. Ensure the 
water penetrates at least 6-8 inches into the soil. 

3. Timing: Early morning remains ideal to reduce evaporation and fungal disease risk. 

Additional Tips 

• Monitor Weather: If rain is forecasted, reduce watering accordingly.  

• Mowing: Once the grass reaches about 3-4 inches, you can start mowing, ensuring the 
mower blades are sharp to avoid grass tearing. 

• Fertilization: After 6-8 weeks, apply a quality starter fertilizer to promote healthy growth. 

 

 

 

By following these guidelines, you’ll help your new lawn establish strong roots and thrive, 
transitioning the responsibility from your builder to a lush, green yard that you’ve nurtured. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Homeowner Responsibility for Lawn Maintenance 

Once the contractor has completed their work in seeding and initially watering your lawn, the 
responsibility for maintaining the grass transitions to the homeowner. This includes, but is not 
limited to, watering, fertilizing, mowing, and generally ensuring the health and growth of the lawn. 

Please adhere to the provided maintenance guidelines to ensure successful establishment and 
continued growth of your lawn. Failure to follow these recommendations may result in suboptimal 
lawn conditions, for which the contractor cannot be held responsible. 

Should you have any questions regarding the care instructions or need further guidance, please feel 
free to reach out to a professional landscaper or your local extension office for assistance. 

 

This disclaimer ensures clarity about the responsibilities and can help manage expectations 
effectively. 

 

 


